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LORRAINE BERAK, EDITOR

Farewell to an Educator
Who Brought Us Together

!:

August, I received an interesting email
message from a respected colleague at
Oakland University, Taffy E. Raphael.
Enthusiastically, I opened her email
hoping to find an article for the journal. Instead
of finding one article, there was a proposal for
several articles. Previously, Taffy worked with
several masters' students who conducted teacher
research on different aspects of Book Club. The
teachers involved represented several grade
levels. Taffy noted that the papers written about
the research and the results were worthy of
publication. As an editor and reading teacher, I
was thrilled beyond words and read on.
Then, as the old saying goes, "the other shoe
fell." Taffy informed me that she had accepted a
position with the University of Illinois-Chicago
and would be leaving Michigan at the end of the
semester. As a way to honor the Michigan teachers in her graduate courses and introduce herself
as a faculty member at the University of IllinoisChicago, Taffy asked if we would consider a joint
publishing venture with the Illinois Reading

Council. After thinking about the idea for a
while, I decided this sounded like the perfect
way to recognize research by Michigan teachers
while also honoring Taffy for her contributions
and work while in Michigan. Therefore, we are
pleased to publish this special issue of the
Michigan Reading Journal featuring articles
focused on Book Club. They begin with her
introduction on page 7. The Illinois Reading
Council Journal will also feature these articles
in its winter edition. In our current world situation, this cooperative venture was indeed timely
and very appropriate. It provided a venue for us
to collaborate and "practice what we preach."
One final note: Thank you Taffy for the many
years you have spent in Michigan teaching,
researching, and sharing your ideas. Your efforts
have provided many teachers the appropriate
tools they need to implement a quality literacy
program. While your physical presence will be
missed around the state, we know we will
continue to grow and learn from you wherever
you are.

The Michigan Reading Association shall comply with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting
discrimination and with all requirements and regulations ofthe state ofMichigan. It is the policy of the
Michigan Reading Association that no candidate or applicant for a position or office in this organization
shall, on the basis ofrace, color, religion, national origin, creed or ancestry, age sex, marital status, or
disability, be discriminated against, excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise be
subjected to discrimination in any program or activity for which the Michigan Reading Association is
responsible.
The president of the Michigan Reading Association, together with the Executive Committee, shall ensure
that federal and state regulations are complied with and that any complaints are dealt with promptly in
accordance with the law.
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Mark your Calendarsl

Michigan Department of Education
Content Literacy Committee
Literacy Conference
Frankenmuth, Michigan
June 26-28, 2002
Come learn about literacy across content areas, effective
instructional practices, and up-to-date information about
MEAP~
This information will help you teach students the reading
and writing skills to improve performance on the
mathematics, science, social studies, and new English
Language Arts MEAP tests.

Details will be coming soon!

DON'T MISS IT!

6

MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

